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pictures that I sent and sitting
and holding his hand. He stil
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the night. It was an unhurried “Baghdad L
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Alan asked about Christy's Battalion, 325th Airborne
softball season and about The Brotics. Infantry Regiment. .
friends back in Round Rock. Breriy sestions The soldicrs in 3rd Platodh, 2
He betrayed no second include mental and Ipha Company were secur
mnum\ no reservations, no physical activities an area near Bridge |
hesitation about what his that Rosle Babin which spanned the Euphrates
country was about to under- says are helping her River in Samawah. Alan wa§ Hi
take in Iraq. He sounded con- son. *1 can't heip attached to Alpha Company al
ident and sure. but think he's bt because e a
“He said, ‘Mom, I'm OK. gaining weight ny of the sal- M
We're ready. We know what " 1 h
% laeping belter, ve
ur mission is" Rosie b Al

nbers. o

Before they finished, Rosie o
mM her son one Last thing, ps.

s a mother, | wasn't wor- ith sporadic fire erupting E
sl that b get injured around them, th i
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that that would even happen. cally securing the around ol
hat happened to other peo PMOTOGRARHY. Y. the bridge. But in one mon =
ple’s kids," she remembers Kol Ebadls the batle instantly int
4+ “But I was worried about STARTELEGRAM )
what he would be exposed to in
war. I told him, ‘Alan, guard rocket-propelled grenades,
your heart, Remember o the middle of that fi
you were raised. Lok to Go fight, we started o
Everyone said, 1 love you" fire frc sl
That was the last time she  her husband, a US. Army vet school was the high St ary
ice. i light of Alan's life,” Rosie said.
- He was on top of the world. tol|
We would get a two-hour fien
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he got shot,” Dukes said. nig
Staff Sgt. Jesse Walker ran
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will to live . living at home,
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Alan Babin, a 23-year-old  Rosie up allowers mart enough to do the wor Pol

fourth-generation military
man, has known only hospi-
tals since a bullet tore through
his belly as he ran to treat
soldier wounded in a fierce
firefight March 31

tions, including bacterial
meningitis: and a stroke.

Bedridden for nine months,
still fed by a tube running
directly into his intestines, he
can't speak. He communicates
only with hand gestures and
blinks. He is in a rehabilitation
hospital in Austin, relearning
how to sit up, stand and, hope-
fully, walk

1t is sometimes tough for
people who remember the
Alan who competed in kick
boxing tournaments and
played right field in the Round
Rock baseball leaguc.

He was a ceaselessly talka
tive young man with an infiec-
tious personality, who as a
young chid would valk up to
Strang k out his hand,
{itho dice bl it ske fay,
“Now we're not strangers. any-

mar
Slowly, painfully and quite
improbably, Alan s clawing his
way back, beginning to show
sigs of that personality again.
“Watching him and Christy
the other day, you could see
sai a child of
ants and, like

on a Web site,
was such a source of
comfort and support to us,
especially  because
couldn't use our phones®
while Alan was at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C.
“It was so great
the day to check our e-mail
and to have all these |n\| let-
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telling her in the
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She sent the e-mails as a
a other peo
ple to p will Alan on
After all these months, those
e-mails and the inspiration
they carry are but a small
release for her, a way for her
to cope with all a mother and
her son have endured.

“Alan is alive. How can I
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get the blessing of walking
h this journey with him.
ther day Alan
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#ets to be in our lives.
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April 2003, 1:33 aum.
Dearest Angels,

According to Dr. Kirby,
Alan's injuries were “devastat
ing”pnd he is only alive

iracle.
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informed him that we were

Alan sp-m nine months in hospital beds after he was shot trying to
aid a fellow soldier in Irag. He will spend many mare manths working

to reqain use of his muscles,

praying for him as were people
across the country. He said we
needed to keep praying hard
and repeated several times that
it weas & miracle he was surviv
ing his wounds and should
have been gone by now, but he
was amazed at Alan after ca
surgery. Exphained that
[

fion and just amazed that he is
still with us
- He is fust an “swiul sick
young man,” Dr. Kirl ept
saying Said had the people out
i the ickd and then the field
hospital not taken the exact
steps tosave his life, he would
not be treating Alan today
In God's Love,
Alain, Rosse and Christy
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But he doesn't do it~ said
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copter crew chief in Germany,
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was when the aid station
started coming under direg:

pain, surrounded
only by his fellow paratroopers.
“He was pretty calm,”
Dekes said, He wasnt g
up. The only thing he
ture of his girlfr a
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Alpha Company's cory
mander, Capt. Shanngn
Nielsen, ater nominated Alan
for a Bronze Star for valor. He
st sumimer
“This soldier went
ond the call of duty,

and bey
Nielsen wrote. “He moved o
treat another paratrooper while:

his platoon was taking effectivg
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